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Players, artists, and those who love them
The lines that separate performers from patrons in Boston’s sports and arts community have long been blurred by friendship and by both mutual 
attraction and admiration. Here are some of the figures who have dabbled in both, or merely sat on the sidelines and cheered with the rest of us.

Though a historian has debunked the notion that 
Harry Frazee sold Babe Ruth to the Yankees 
to finance the musical “No No Nanette,” Frazee 
really was a Broadway producer when he 
bought the Sox in 1916 and still was when he 
sold Ruth in 1920.

Isabella Stewart Gardner, a contender as Boston’s 
greatest sportswoman, once arranged a private 
boxing match so Boston’s society women could see it 
close-up, and was a rabid Red Sox partisan. She had 
season tickets during the 1912 championship season 
and caused a stir that December when she wore a 
white headband with the slogan, “Oh you Red Sox,” 
to a BSO performance. “It looks as if the woman had 
gone crazy,” a reporter wrote.

Former BSO music director Seiji Ozawa often showed his Red Sox colors, 
but it was when he attended the Patriots’ Super Bowl in 1997 in New 
Orleans that it became a federal case. A problem at Louis Armstrong 
International Airport the next day created a long line for takeoff, and only 
intercession by Senator Edward Kennedy got the private craft aloft in time 
for Ozawa to make his “Salute to Symphony” appearance.

Michael J. Fox (left), Denis Leary (right), Cam 
Neely (not pictured), are the trifecta combination 
of Greater Boston (and national) entertainment and 
sports, brought together by friendship, charity, and a 
love of hockey. Leary’s the Worcester wise guy made 
good. The other two are native Canadians, but Neely 
will forever be a Bruin, and both his home and charity 
are here. One of Leary’s charity events is the Celebrity 
Hat Trick Hockey Game, and Fox — close friends with 
Neely — has played more than once.

For keeping the Patriots in Foxborough, and 
for the team’s success since, Robert and 
Myra Kraft are considered patron saints by 
fans. But they were patrons of the arts before 
they bought the club. They’ve held leadership 
positions at the BSO, the ART, and the MFA, and 
they’ve shared their wealth as well.

A big man in Boston basketball for almost five decades, Tom Heinsohn has 
shone as a Celtic player and coach, and entertained as a TV commentator. 
But he’s also drawn notice for his watercolors, which have shown around 
town more than once. They’ve been described as delicate and tranquil, in 
contrast to his bruising, towering stature.


