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Time shares
These parents agree that the art and pop culture of their youth helped them 
connect with their kids. But from Dylan to Holst, the details vary widely. 

Douglas Yeo
Bass trombone
Boston Symphony
 “When my oldest daughter [Linda] 
got to high school, she began doing 
what I used to do, hanging around in the 
band room. One day she came home 
all excited and said, ‘Dad, have you 
ever heard a piece called “The Planets” 
[by Gustav Holst]?’ I looked at her and 
smiled and said, ‘Yes, I recorded it with 
the Boston Pops.’ She said, ‘Isn’t it the 
most awesome piece of music you 
ever heard?’ It led to her discovering 
something herself, outside of the 
house, with her peers, unaware that the 
piece had been such a big piece of my 
professional life. It was a big moment.”

 “Two summers ago, my son Sam was 
pretty sick for several days. We rented 
and watched the ‘Star Wars’ trilogy 
(battle scene, above) over and over and 
over. We would stop and eat and then 
watch some more. Then we watched it 
backwards. It was like we were drunk or 

high or something. Then later, we went to 
see ‘The Phantom Menace’ in the movie 
theater and bought toy light sabers on the 
way home. All summer we created and 
re-created fantastic intergalactic battles in 
the cellar.”

Jill Medvedow
Director, Institute of 
Contemporary Art
 “One thing that I think of is, old movies 
that have been remade in my daughter’s 
generation, which has enabled us to 
watch both the new one and the old 
one together. For example, ‘Pride and 
Prejudice,’ ‘Little Women,’ and ‘The Parent 
Trap,’ movies that I did watch that now 
have contemporary actors. It lets her see 
what I watch and lets me see what she 
watches. 
 With my son it would have to be Bob 
Dylan (above). It feels like there’s a Bob 
Dylan CD in every room of our house 
right now. Every time I hear ‘Positively 
4th Street,’ or ‘The Times They Are A-
Changin’,’ we can both let loose.”

Paul Van Slambrouck
Editor, Christian Science Monitor
 “I connect with one of my sons, whose 
name is Nicholas, through film. ... I 
remember watching ‘Modern Times,’ the 
Charlie Chaplin film (inset). Here’s this 
old black-and-white film, and it provided 
this really tangible connection with us. 
... We were living in Silicon Valley at the 
time, and I was complaining about the 

commute and the 
hours, etc. in a 

comedic way, 
and that film 

allowed 
him to 
relate and 
understand 
what I 

was talking 
about. It was 

also kind of 
cool in a very 

retro way.”

Mary McGrath
Radio producer, co-creator of “The Connection,” WBUR

 My children have “seen some old 
movies, but we don’t go and watch old 
movies together. I find it much more 
important to understand what’s going 
on with them now. They explain what 
the lyrics are in rap and hip-hop and then 

we have conversations around what the 
messages are. Some of the messages are 
good, some of them are disturbing, and 
we end up really relating through their 
explanation of how they see the world.”

Barbara Edelin
President, Edelin Events Planning, and vice president for program adminis-
tration at the Partnership, the networking group for black professionals


