
Shohreh Aghdashloo, 51
Supporting actress, 
“House of Sand and Fog”
Portrays Nadi, anguished wife of a former 
pilot in the Shah of Iran’s air force who is 
struggling in the United States.
Acted in her native Iran until she fled the 
coming revolution in 1978.
This is her first major film.
Works predominantly with the Farsi 
theater troupe she and her husband 
founded in LA.
Her name is pronounced Sho-RAY OCK-
dosh-loo. 

Keisha Castle-Hughes, 13
Actress, “Whale Rider”
Portrays Paikea, a Maori girl determined 
to overcome tradition and lead her people. 
Achieved the nomination for her first
acting role. She is the youngest actress 
ever nominated in a leading role.
Auditioned nine times. 
Always wanted to be an actress, but isn’t 
sure she’ll continue:  “It’s really hard,” she 
told the Associated Press.
Has a role  in the forthcoming “Star Wars: 
Episode III.” 

Djimon Hounsou, 39 
Supporting actor, “In America”
Portrays Mateo, an artist dying of AIDS.
Born in Benin, he moved to Paris at 13 to 
live with brothers and go to school but was 
22 and homeless when fashion designer 
Thierry Mugler hired him to model. 
Landed roles in videos by Janet Jackson 
and Madonna, among others.
Appeared in “Amistad” as the rebel leader 
Joseph Cinque and was nominated for a 
Golden Globe.
His name is pronounced JI-man HOONsoo.

Ken Watanabe, 44
Supporting actor, 
“The Last Samurai”
Portrays Katsumoto, a samurai battling 
Western influences.
Has twice won awards in Japan 
equivalent to the Oscar. 
Was twice beset by cancer in the early 
’90s; one hospital stay lasted a year. 
Like a samurai, Watanabe maintains a 
“strict, proud, and honorable” life with few 
material possessions, according to USA 
Today.
 

SOURCES: Associated Press, Kyodo News (Japan), USA Today, Dominion Post (New Zealand), Los Angeles Times, Gold Coast Bulletin (Australia), Back Stage West, Orlando Sentinel         
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The wide world of Oscar
There is nothing unusual about foreign influence in the Academy Awards, but some of this year’s nominees come from particularly far-flung points, and 
not just from the usual English-speaking outposts. The nomination is the first for each actor.


